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Marbury v. Madison (1803)

Caused by Secretary of State James Madison refusing to give four “midnight appointees” their jobs, although the former president and the senate had accepted them.  Chief Justice John Marshall established the concept of judicial review, allowing the Court to interpret constitutionality of laws.

Fletcher v. Peck (1810)

In 1795 Georgia’s legislature sold 35 million acres of land to several speculating companies.  In 1796, the new legislature revoked that sale because of corruption.  Before the new law was passed, Fletcher sold some of the land to Peck.  After law passed, peck demanded he get his money back.  The Court ruled that the new Georgia legislature had no right to revoke the sale made by the previous legislature, despite corruption.

Dartmouth College v. Woodward (1819)

Dartmouth College was started with a charter from King George III in 1769.  New Hampshire changed the charter in 1816 to make it a state university, but a number of the trustees still felt its original charter remained.  The Court ruled that the schools original charter held, and it was unconstitutional for the state to change it in any way.

McCulloch v. Maryland (1819)

The Maryland branch of the Bank of America refused to pay the state tax imposed on it.  The court ruled that a state could not tax the federal government’s bank.  The court also affirms the constitutionality of the federal bank, calling it necessary and proper.

Gibbons v. Ogden (1824)

Gibbons obtained a license from New York to navigate New York waters by steamboat.  Ogden operated steamboats between New Jersey and New York with a license obtained from the United States.  Gibbons demanded that Ogden be forced to operate outside NY water.  The Supreme Court ruled that Congress regulated all matters of interstate commerce, while the states can control “completely internal” commerce.

First Cherokee Indian Case: Cherokee Nation v. Georgia (1831)
The Cherokee Indians, whose land was inside Georgia’s borders, were being subjected to controlling laws issued by the Georgia government.  The court said that it had no jurisdiction to decide the case.

Second Cherokee Indian Case: Worchester v. Georgia (1832)
Georgia passed a law saying that all whites living in Cherokee territory had to get a license.  Two missionaries refused, saying the state couldn’t pass a laws dealing with sovereign nations.  The court ruled the state had no right to pass those laws and reversed the conviction of the missionaries.  This lead to disagreements between the branches of the government.  Andrew Jackson said, “He made his decision with this case, now let him enforce it.”

Dred Scott v. Sanford (1857)

Dred Scott was taken as a slave into northern free territory, and when he was brought back to Missouri, he sued for his freedom, saying that by going into free territory, he was free.  Chief Justice Taney and the court ruled that slaves were not citizens, and therefore could not use the court.  Taney also said that freeing him would violate the Fifth Amendment by depriving Sanford of his property without due process.

Ex Parte Milligan (1866)

Milligan Was tried by a military court for conspiracy, and was convicted.  He appealed to the Supreme Court.  They said it was unconstitutional for the President to suspend Habeas Corpus.  They went on to say that neither the President nor Congress could authorize military trials for civilians outside of war zones.  Martial law must be limited to areas of active military operations.

Munn v. Illinois (1877)

Farmers in the Midwest were being forced to pay exceedingly large rates on railroad and grain elevator rates.  Illinois passed a law regulating maximum prices that railroad and grain elevator companies could charge.  The Court upheld the law saying that since the transport of grain is a public matter, and laws affecting public interest can be made by state governments and not be contested by courts.

Civil Rights Cases (1883)

This was a group of five different cases that had to do with racial discrimination in privately operated trains, hotels, and other businesses.  All five cases were based on the civil rights act of 1875.  The Supreme Court ruled that Congress surpassed its authority in passing the civil rights act of 1875, and therefore it was void.  They said the Fourteenth Amendment applied to discrimination by states, not by private individuals.  The Court said private discrimination doesn’t go against the Thirteenth Amendment. 

Santa Clara County v. Southern Pacific Railroad (1886)

Santa Clara County taxed the Southern Pacific Railroad.  The railroad refused, saying that the corporation should be treated as an individual, and therefore should get the tax discount other individual property owners had gotten.  It claimed its Fourteenth Amendment rights were not being recognized.  The Court agreed and Corporations should be considered individuals under the law.
In Re Debs (1895)
Eugene Debs refused to halt the Pullman strike.  The question was whether the Federal Government had the right to stop Railroad strikes.  The court reasoned that since the railroad strike affected the transport of the mail, and it was the government’s job to move the mail, they had a right to breakup the strike, to get the mail flowing.

Plessy v. Ferguson (1896)

Plessy was arrested for sitting in the white only section of a train, violating the Louisiana Act (which provided for separate but equal accommodations).  He called it unconstitutional.  The Court Ruled in favor of the Louisiana Act, saying it didn’t affect interstate commerce nor did it violate the Fourteenth Amendment.

United States v. Wong Kim Ark (1898)

Ark was born in the US, but his parents were not citizens.  When he left the country and came back, he was refused entry because he wasn’t a citizen.  The Court ruled that it didn’t matter that his parents were aliens; if he was born in the US he was a citizen.

Summary
In Marbury v. Madison the Supreme Court established the Supreme Court’s judicial review. In Dartmouth College v. Woodward the contract was held as absolute even if the contract were signed before the US was established. McCulloch v. Maryland the federal government was given greater authority over the states, and through the necessary and proper clause it was constitutional for the federal government to open a national bank. Because of Gibbons v. Ogden, interstate commerce was deemed to be controlled by the federal government rather than the individual state. Dred Scott v. Sanford ruled that slave were not citizens and cannot use the court systems. Slaves were also considered property and could not be taken away without due process. Munn v. Illinois declared that states had the right to enact laws for the public interest. Civil Rights Cases deemed separate but equal are not in violation of the constitution and thus nullifying the 14th amendment. In Re Debs the federal government was given the right to break up the railroad strike. Plessy v. Ferguson ruled that individuals could discriminate as long as it didn’t affect interstate commerce. United States v. Wong Kim Ark set the precedent that anyone born inside the US or its territories would automatically become a United States citizen.
